
Name_________________________________________________________ Date___________________________________ Social Studies 8 

 

Course Information Sheet- Mrs. Nelson          This should be returned by ____________________________ 

 

Welcome to 8th Grade Social Studies  

Introduction 

Eighth grade Social Studies is the second year of a two year study in U.S. History. The units we will study are listed 

below and most units will be broken down further into smaller topics. 

 Reconstruction and its Aftermath- Chapter 17 

 The Industrial Era- Chapters 18, 19, 20 and 21 

 The U.S. as a World Power- Chapters 22 and 23 

 The U.S. Between the Wars- Chapters 24 and 25 

 The U.S. from WWII to the Present- Chapters 26, 27, 28, 29 and 30 

 Review for the Final Exam 

 

General Expectations 

 Be Prepared: arrive to class on time with materials and follow bell-ringer/warm-up instructions 

 Be Respectful: follow classroom procedures and treat everyone and their belongings with respect  

 Be an Active Learner: stay on task, participate and complete assignments 

 

Materials 

 A binder or folder with your Social Studies papers, a pencil, a blue or black pen, your school agenda, and your 

school Chromebook should be brought to class each day. 

 The textbook, The American Journey, must be covered and can be brought home or kept in your locker. It may 

be accessed at glencoe.com and we also have copies of it on CD, including an audio version, to sign out. 

 Bags and Drinks: Please do not bring large bags to class.  If it is necessary for you to do so, you’ll need to take 

out all your Social Studies materials before class begins and put the bag in a designated place in or outside of 

the classroom. If you bring a drink with you to class, it must be water in a clear plastic container.   

 

Absence from Class 

When you have missed class for any reason check the “day bin” for papers and/or instructions.  

 

Grading 

Quarter grades will be determined using the school’s established guidelines. Based on these guidelines, 90% of the 

student’s quarter grade will be calculated using summative assessments and 10% will be based on formative 

assessments. Summative assessments include tests, quizzes and “other assignments” (see section below). Formative 

assessments are usually comprised of basic homework assignments and quick checks. The final average for the class 

is calculated by each quarter and the final exam weighing equally at 20%. The passing grade is 70. 

 

Basic Homework 

 These assignments will count as no more than 10% of the quarter average and credit is generally based on 

completion rather than accuracy as these are formative grades. 

 Daily assignments are due at the start of class and credit is received only if the assignment is complete.  

 Completed homework assignments turned in late, but before the test, will receive a late credit grade of no 

lower than 71. Assignments completed after the test are usually not accepted for credit. 



 During the quarter two homework grades will be dropped which means that you may miss two assignments in 

a quarter without it affecting your homework average. These assignments will appear as zeros on PowerSchool 

but are not factored in. If you do miss an assignment you should review the missed material. 

 Homework should always be your own work, generally completed independently of others, and never copied. 

 

Other Assignments 

Throughout the year there will be other assignments that will count more and require more effort than daily 

homework. These assignments affect your grade heavily, must be completed, and points may be deducted if turned 

in late or returned to be re-done or corrected. A few examples of these assignments are article questions, 

paragraphs, essays, review sheets, chapter visual summaries exercises, document assignments, readings and 

projects.   

 

Retakes and Redos 

Retakes/redos of tests and certain assignments may be available upon request. The student will be asked meet 

certain criteria like meeting with me, making corrections, and preparing for the retake. 

 

Video and Internet 

We will use material from various websites as well as view some of the videos listed below, or most likely portions 

of, in support of the Social Studies curriculum.  

 The Civil War: A Film By Ken Burns, Freedom: A History of Us, America: A Story of Us, The Immigrant 

Experience: The Long, Long Journey, One Survivor Remembers, A Time For Justice, Eyes on The Prize, The Lion, The 

Witch and The Wardrobe, The Writing on The Wall, Miracle At Moreaux, The Ernest Green Story, other educational 

videos, various internet sites 

 

Parent Teacher Communication 

Please feel free to contact me during the year if you have questions or concerns. You may send in a note, e-mail 

through PowerSchool, email directly at anelson@unatego.stier.org, or call 988-5036 or 988-5000 ext. 5422 for 

voicemail. 

 

***After reading, please sign and return this handout. Students will be given another copy to keep with their papers 

or at home. 

Students: I have read and understand what is expected of me as a student in Social Studies 8. 

 

Print name_____________________________________________________________  Class Period      2     3         13 

 

Student signature_____________________________________________________   Date____________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardians: Please fill out the form below to indicate that you’ve read the Course Information Sheet for 

students in Social Studies 8 and/or indicate if you would like to discuss anything before signing this sheet. 

 

I have read the Course Information Sheet for students in Social Studies 8 and I am granting permission to view 

videos and use the Internet in class.  

 

Print Parent/Guardian Name__________________________________________________ Phone #_________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________________________ Date_____________________________________  


